This book is really the proceedings of a symposium hosted in March 2002 by the Montgomery Botanical Center in Miami in line with their endeavour to compile an ex situ collection of cycads through representative sampling of populations. The aim of the symposium was to review our knowledge of cycad taxonomy, to identify information which is still unavailable, to decide on how future research should be shaped and to standardise procedures and presentation of reports so that the results of different taxonomists can be compared. Some 13 eminent cycad specialists from all over the world attended and read papers.
Due to the different approaches followed by the respective attendees, there is no continuous thread through the volume, but the editors strived to unite the contributions by means of the introductory chapter, 'We hold these truths...', which explains the rationale behind the symposium and the volume; and the last chapter, In search of the true tree: guidelines for classification.
The subsequent 13 chapters are: Interestingly the attendees were in agreement that at least for the foreseeable future no subspecific ranking would be recognised in the Cycadales. This really stems from the philosophy of RA Dyer (1987) during his research on Encephalartos, where he reasoned that the recognition of subspecific taxa in the cycads implies a closer relationship between the subspecific taxa of a species than between species, something which his knowledge could not confirm with certainty. Today this is still true, though molecular results may eventually change it. Only after the symposium did I realise that the recognition of the species as the lowest rank is in line with cladistic doctrine. This is ironic, as during this symposium Dr Kathy Kron of Wake Forest University gave a presentation on the proposed Phylocode [of nomenclature] which was unanimously and vigorously rejected by all the attending taxonomists.
The book is printed on good quality matt paper and the photographs are beautifully clear. It is sturdily bound, though the glossy surface does not reflect the dignity of the contents.
For me as taxonomist this volume is useful because the concepts used by collaborators for cycad genera other than Encephalartos on which I work, are clearly outlined. The aim of the symposium, to define and standardise taxonomic approaches for the Cycadales, means that treatments of different genera in different parts of the world should henceforth be comparable. It also comes close to being a one-stop source of information on procedures for anyone doing research on cycad taxonomy. It contains a great deal of useful information on the different genera, though I guess that, at the current rate of research, much of the data will soon be out of date. The book will be less useful for taxonomists in general, or those working on other plant groups; but I presume that the volume is aimed primarily at that handful who are researching cycad taxonomy.
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